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Day 3 – Orion to Maguga

Day 3 starts with a short neutral zone out of the Orion Piggs Peak Hotel and straight into a gentle shaded forest climb. An exhilarating descent through Boshimela private Game Farm gives the technically gifted amongst us an opportunity to relive our childhoods and let the rest of the pack eat some dust. 

After a small stream crossing the work begins with a long climb that gradually increases in intensity on a bumpy surface through Forest Fever. This is followed by a flowing descent down through the forest to meet the Mlambongwenya River. The single track along side the river is fast and open. The pace drops when the track turns up past the Nginamadola School and the cheers of the school kids and follows the eroded track up Nginamadola Hill to the water point. The downhill past the Nsangwini Rock Art is very fast on rutted rural tracks and continues down the steep loose surfaced track to The Gap on the Komati River. The spectacular swing bridge leads to more challenging single track through some homesteads and to a river crossing. 

The sting in the tail of Day 3 presents itself in the form of a 12km climb out of the sweltering Komati valley on exposed rural tracks and dusty roads. In clear conditions the views from the top over Maguga Dam and the Komati Valley are spectacular. The finish venue at Maguga Dam comes into sight. A mind blowing drop off the mountain through Mickey’s Madness provides a twisting single track run into the finish where the cold beers wait.
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