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Day 2 – Bulembu to Orion

Day 2 is a real treat for the legs after the grueling day 1. It starts with a short neutral zone before a 3km jeep track climb through the forest and along the border. A tricky descent including Vernon’s Steps drops you into the once abandoned village of Bulembu to the cheers of the kids from the Bulembu Primary School. 

The rapid twisty descent along Nathi’s shoots you down through the forest and leads to the first real climb of the day. The climb is quite friendly as it is mainly on shaded forest track. The work done on this climb is richly rewarded by the 25km downhill section that follows. This legendary section starts with a blistering forest Zig Zag before dropping down into the Mganda Valley for some of the finest single-track riding you are ever likely to encounter including countless shimmering river-crossings. 

Once past the cheering kids at the Lufafa Primary School it’s through the stream to the Wyldesdale water point at the end of this valley. Track surface in this rural area is generally smooth but the rich soil can get sticky in the wet. A small(-eish) 3km climb rolls you onto the contour track, over Wappo’s Steppes past more cheering kids at the Phophonyane Primary School and along to Phophonyane Nature Reserve. The Phopha is the sting in the tail so it is wise to keep a bit in reserve for this juicy 5km climb. From the top of The Phopha, it’s a gentle cool down and a well-earned lunch at the poolside of the Piggs Peak Orion Hotel.
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