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Route

The route is almost entirely unmarked except for some of the fast flowing descents and some tricky sections. Each team follows a detailed route sheet containing specific instructions and accurate kilometre distances between instructions. A functioning bike computer is essential (GPS units are not permitted – unless needed for measuring distance).

There is one water point each day at approximately the halfway mark. This is also a compulsory check-in point. 

Certain sections of the route have been included specifically to indulge those who relish the challenge of a technical climb or descent and should be approached with caution by the saner amongst us.

Day 1 – Hawane to Bulembu

Day 1 starts with a gentle climb from Hawane Resort into Malolotja Nature Reserve and straight into a technical single track climb up to the Old Mine. Passing through the mine leads to a jeep track leading on to the top of Swaziland’s second highest peak, Ngwenya Mountain. The jeep track gets very rocky just below the summit along the section aptly known as Baboon’s Back. 

The jeep track fades away as it drops off Ngwenya Mountain through the gates at Mbanjwa 1 & 2 and into the plains of Malolotja Nature Reserve. The fast and furious section down towards Tjomoloti should be handled with care to avoid wipe outs. Tjomolti is a cracking new single track section which flows through Madze Matje towards the water point at the top end of Maguga Dam. 

The swing bridge over Maguga Dam leads along a single track section past the Luhumuneni School and up along the sparkling Mkomasaan River. Day 1 is notoriously tough with 2 massive stings in its tail. First up is the zig zag forest climb up to the base of Lions Head. What goes up must come down and in this case it drops sharply along the single track of Heenans Staircase. It’s a good idea to stop if you want to admire the view across into Malolotja from here. A mountain bikers’ heaven awaits as you enter The Brown Crocodile which slips you into a dream world with refreshing sparkling pools to cool off in. The illusion ends abruptly as you come face to face with Too Brutal. There is simply no easy way around or through the Mkhomasaan gorge. Too Brutal has only ever been ridden by a handful of mountain goats and provides an opportunity for you to become one with your bike. Once the portage is over, it is a gentle roll into the finish in Bulembu.
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